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A Farewell to Childhood:  
Qiniangma  
(Tsa i  Wen- t i ng /  pho tos  by  Pu  Hua-ch ih /  t r .  by  Ju l i us  Tsa i )  

On the  seventh  day  o f  the  seventh  lu -nar  month ,  the  Oxherd 
and  the  Weaving Maiden meet  each o ther  on the  br idge o f  
magpies ,  making for  a  b i t te rsweet  love  s tory  that  has  been 
passed down for  thousands o f  years .  Subsequent ly ,  q ix i ,  the  
"n ight  o f  the  seventh, "  has  become the  wel l -known Chinese 
Lover 's  Day (s imi lar  to  St .  Va lent ine 's  Day in  the  West ) .  In  
many p laces ,  moreover ,  q ix i  a lso  marks  the  t ime to  ce lebrate  
the  momentous occasion o f  the  coming-of -age  r i te .  Droves 
of  16 -year -o lds  o f fe r  thanks  to  the  Weaving  Maiden ,  known 
among the  Ta iwanese people  as  Q iniangma for  her  many 
years  of  watching  over  them.  Shedding the  pro tect ive  
ta l ismans they  have  worn over  the  years ,  they  pass  under  
the  min ia ture  Qiniangma Pagoda and in  do ing so wave 
goodbye  to  the i r  ch i ldhood years .   

Once  seen  as  be ing  on par  wi th  the  wedding  ceremony in  
impor tance,  today the  anc ient  coming-of -age  r i te  has  been  
a l l  but  lost .  In  Ta iwan,  the  on ly  p lace  that  the  r i te  can  s t i l l  
be  seen is  in  the  h is tor ic  c i ty  o f  Ta inan.  Parents  f rom a l l  
over  the  is land  s t i l l  come here ,  a t t rac ted  by  i ts  lav ish year ly  
per formance.   

Q ix i ,  t he  seven th  even ing  o f  the  seven th  lunar  month ,  marks  the  
romant ic  Ch inese  Lover 's  Day .  The  scene  is  exceed ing ly  l i ve l y  
a t  Ta inan 's  Ka i lung  Temple ,  loca ted  near  t he  Ta inan  ma in  
ra i lway  s ta t ion .  I t  i s  an  ex t raord inary  even ing  in  the  c ramped 
con f ines  o f  the  temp le .  More  than  300  youngs te rs ,  i n  the  b loom 
o f  the i r  you th ,  fo l l ow  the i r  pa ren ts  and  g randparen ts  i n  ra i s ing  
h igh  the i r  smo lde r ing  incense  s t i cks ,  worsh ipp ing  f rom the  f ron t  
to  the  back  o f  the  temp le .  

"Oh,  i s  th i s  you r  son?  He 's  16  a l ready?  Why ,  he 's  ta l l e r  than  
you ! "  Groups  o f  worsh ippers  mee t ing  by  chance  cha t  w i th  each  
o ther ,  ba re ly  ab le  t o  con ta in  t he  joy  tha t  they  fee l  ins ide .   



The young  man be ing  re fe r red  to ,  the  cen te r  o f  a t ten t ion  today ,  
i s  c lad  in  T -sh i r t  and  sneakers  and  con t inuous ly  toys  w i th  h is  
ce l l  phone .  Other  youngs te rs  a re  wea r ing  la rge  go lden  p lacards ,  
look ing  qu i te  nervous  and  i l l  a t  ease .   

Growing  up  

The  youngste rs  a t t end ing  the  temp le ' s  coming-o f -age  r i te  f ind  i t  
a  f resh  and  in te res t ing  exper ience  to  be  c lad  in  t he  anc ien t  ga rb  
o f  the  zhuangyuan ( top  g radua te  in  the  imper ia l  examina t ions) ,  
and  cas t  abou t  mean ing fu l  g lances .  However ,  a t  t he  moment  
tha t  the  youngs te rs  knee l  be fo re  the i r  pa ren ts  and  per fo rm the  
o f fe r ing  o f  tea ,  a  number  o f  paren ts  and  ch i ld ren  secre t l y  w ipe  
away  the  tea rs  they  a re  unab le  to  con ta in .   

A f te r  pay ing  respec ts  to  t he i r  pa ren ts  th rough  the  o f fe r ing  o f  
tea ,  the  youngs te rs  a re  g i ven  ca r ry ing  po les  and  pushcar ts  
fu rn i shed  by  the  temp le .  Th is  i s  to  symbo l i ze  tha t  the  ch i l d  i s  
ready  to  take  up  the  burden  o f  respons ib i l i t y  h i the r to  ca r r i ed  by  
the  pa ren ts .  Upon tak ing  up  the  car ry ing  po les ,  however ,  these  
modern -day  youngs te rs  have  a  d i f f i cu l t  t ime  f i nd ing  the i r  
ba lance .  The i r  ca reen ing  to  and  f ro  makes  fo r  qu i te  a  spec tac le .  

The  goddess  known as  Q in iangma is  p rec ise ly  t he  Weav ing  
Ma iden .  Accord ing  to  fo lk  t rad i t i on ,  seven  fa i ry  women res ide  in  
the  seven  s ta rs  o f  the  B ig  D ipper .  The i r  weav ing  sk i l l s  were  
such  tha t  they  were  ab le  to  weave  ce les t ia l  ga rb  w i th  the  
appearance  o f  t i nged  c louds .  Anyone  tha t  pu t  on  th i s  ce les t ia l  
ga rb  wou ld  be  ab le  to  soar  th rough  the  heavens  and  the  human 
wor ld .  Back  on  ear th ,  the re  l i ved  an  Oxherd  who had  su f fe red  
h is  f i l l  o f  c rue l  m is t rea tment  by  h i s  b ro ther  and  s is te r - in - law .  H is  
on ly  compan ion  was  an  o ld  ox .  One day ,  ac t ing  upon  the  adv ice  
o f  h i s  ox ,  the  Oxherd  re t r i eved  and  h id  an  a r t i c le  o f  ce les t ia l  
ga rb  he  had  come  upon  by  the  r i ve rs ide .  The  Weav ing  Ma id ,  
unab le  to  re tu rn  to  heaven  because  she  no  longer  possessed  
her  ce les t ia l  ga rb ,  agreed  to  mar ry  the  earnes t  and  
s t ra igh t fo rward  Oxhe rd .  Wi th  t he  husband t i l l i ng  the  f i e lds  and  
the  w i fe  weav ing  her  c lo th ,  the  coup le  se t  abou t  ra is ing  two  
sons .   

They  d id  no t  reckon  on  the  fac t  t ha t  t he  Heaven ly  Sovere ign  



wou ld  d isapprove  o f  the i r  un ion  and  p roceed  to  take  the  
Weav ing  Ma id  back  up  to  the  heavens .  The  b roken -hear ted  
Oxhe rd  pu t  on  the  h ide  o f  the  o ld  cow,  ca r r i ed  h i s  sons  in  two  
bamboo baske ts  and  chased  up  to  the  heavens  a f te r  h i s  w i fe .  He  
was  jus t  w i t h in  reach  o f  the  Weav ing  Ma id  when the  Queen 
Mother  o f  the  Wes t  p lucked  ou t  a  go lden  ha i rp in  and  w i th  i t  d rew 
ou t  t he  S i l ve r  R iver  (M i l ky  Way) ,  g i v ing  r i se  to  t hose  words  o f  
e te rna l  l ong ing ,  "So  fu l l ,  the  d i s tance  o 'e r  these  wate rs ,  /  So  
s i len t ,  be tween the  lovers  no  wo rds  may  pass . "  For tuna te l y  fo r  
the  coup le ,  once  a  year  a  f lock  o f  magp ies  fo rm a  b r idge  over  
the  S i l ve r  R iver  (wh ich  in  as t ronomica l  t e rms  cor responds  to  the  
approach  o f  t he  s ta rs  A l ta i r  and  Vega on  oppos i te  s ides  o f  the  
Mi l ky  Way)  so  tha t  the  pa i r  can  meet ,  and  th i s  i s  t he  o r ig in  o f  
Lover ' s  Day .   

The  roman t i c ,  endur ing  love  s to ry  as ide ,  t he  Oxherd  found  i t  
d i f f i cu l t  to  ra i se  two  sons  on  h i s  own.  The  Weav ing  Ma iden 's  s i x  
s i s te rs  thereupon took  i t  upon  themse lves ,  a ided  by  a  g roup  o f  
mother  b i rds ,  to  wa tch  over  t he  ch i l d ren .  In  miss ing  he r  own  
ch i l d ren ,  t he  Weav ing  Ma iden  became the  p ro tec t ing  de i t y  o f  a l l  
the  ch i ld ren  o f  t he  wor ld ,  wa tch ing  over  myr iad  young  ones  so  
tha t  they  wou ld  g row up  sa fe l y  i n to  adu l thood .   

P ro tec t ing  and  nur tu r ing  

In  con t ras t  to  the  Ma tsu  and  Wangyeh  cu l ts  o f  the  Sou the rn  Min  
(Fu j ian )  reg ion  o f  Ch ina ,  Q in iangma,  a  de i ty  whose  worsh ip  
o r ig ina ted  in  Zhe j iang  and  was  b rough t  over  to  Ta iwan,  i s  ra re l y  
honored  w i th  a  temp le  o f  her  own.  Ins tead ,  she  i s  usua l l y  f ound  
in  temp les  ded ica ted  to  o ther  de i t ies .  Ta inan 's  Ka i lung  Temple  
is  the  on ly  temp le  in  a l l  o f  Ta iwan devo ted  to  the  worsh ip  o f  
Q in iangma.  

The  cha i rman o f  the  board  o f  Ka i l ung  Temple ,  Wang Hsu- l i  
exp la ins ,  "Th is  temp le  was  bu i l t  i n  1732 ,  and  has  an  a lmos t  270-
year  h i s to ry  o f  devo t ion  to  Q in iangma.  As ide  f rom Qin iangma,  
Zhusheng Niangn iang  ( the  goddess  o f  fe r t i l i t y  and  ch i ldb i r th ) ,  
who  g ran ts  ch i l d ren ,  as  we l l  as  L inshu i  Furen  ( t he  Lady  who 
Over looks  the  Water ) ,  who  p ro tec ts  p regnan t  women and  
assures  them a  sa fe  ch i l db i r th ,  a re  a l so  worsh ipped  here .  These  
th ree  g rea t  l i f e -cyc le  de i t i es  see  a  person  th rough  mar r iage ,  



pregnancy ,  and  ch i ldb i r th . "   

In  the  pas t ,  when  med ic ine  was  no t  advanced ,  ch i l d  mor ta l i t y  
ra tes  were  h igh .  Apar t  f rom the  domes t i c  worsh ip  o f  Chuangmu 
( the  Lady  o f  the  Bed) ,  mothers  wou ld  a lso  b r ing  the i r  sons  and  
daugh te rs  on  the i r  f i r s t  b i r t hday  to  be  ded ica ted  as  the  adop ted  
ch i l d ren  o f  Q in iangma.  They  wou ld  take  o ld  co ins ,  s i l ve r  p ieces ,  
o r  ta l i smans  fo lded  in to  the  shape  o f  the  E igh t  T r ig rams  o f  the  
Y i j i ng  and  p lace  them in  a  red  c lo th  pouch ,  wh ich  wou ld  be  hung  
round  the  ch i l d ' s  neck .  Th is  p rac t i ce  was ca l led  j ia juan  
( "app ly ing  the  th read"  a lso  a  pun  fo r  "p ro tec t ing" ) .  On  the  
even ing  o f  t he  seven th  day  o f  the  seven th  lunar  month  o f  each  
year ,  they  wou ld  re tu rn  to  the  temp le  and  pass  the  juan  th rough  
incense  smoke.  The  ch i l d ren  wou ld  con t inue  wea r ing  these  
a r t i c les  un t i l  the i r  s ix teen th  year .   

The  coming-o f -age  r i te ,  wh ich  was ca l l ed  the  "capp ing  r i te "  o r  
the  "ha i rp in  r i te "  i n  anc ien t  t imes,  can  be  t raced  back  to  the  X ia  
(2100-1700  BCE)  and  Shang Dynas t ies  (1700-1100  BCE) .  A long  
w i th  b i r th ,  mar r iage ,  and  fune ra ls ,  i t  i s  cons idered  one  o f  the  
four  ma jo r  r i t es .  From th i s  one  can  apprec ia te  t he  h igh  s ta tus  
accorded  to  the  coming-o f -age  r i te .  

The  anc ien ts  p rac t i ced  the  coming-o f -age  r i te  f o r  boys  a t  20 ,  
and  fo r  g i r l s  a t  15 .  Three  days  be fo re  the  r i te ,  the  paren ts  wou ld  
se lec t  f rom among  those  who were  to  a t tend  the  r i te  one  person  
who was an  e lder  and  o f  good  mora l  cha rac te r .  Th is  person  
wou ld  be  spec ia l l y  i nv i t ed  to  p lace  the  cap  on  the  ch i l d ' s  head .  
To  be  qua l i f i ed  to  se rve  in  t h i s  capac i t y ,  i t  was  necessary  to  
ob ta in  t he  ances to rs '  approva l  th rough  d i v ina t ion .  On the  day  o f  
the  ceremony,  the  ch i l d  who  had  come  o f  age  wou ld  have  to  
change  in to  t h ree  d i f fe ren t  se ts  o f  c lo th ing  and  accompany ing  
headgear .  Through  the  chang ing  in to  p rogress ive ly  f ine r  and  
g rander  garments  and  w i th  each  round  o f  congra tu la t i ons  and  
exhor ta t i on ,  t he  ch i l d  wou ld  a t ta in  an  inner  t rans fo rmat ion  
th rough  an  ou te r  change o f  c lo th ing .   

A  16 -year -o ld ' s  l oad   

Why i s  i t  tha t ,  i n  the  Ta inan  a rea ,  the  s i x teen th  year  shou ld  be  
s ing led  ou t  as  the  age  a t  wh ich  one  c rosses  over  i n to  



adu l thood?   

The  Anp ing  a rea  o f  Ta inan  has  long  been  a  f l ou r i sh ing  
commerc ia l  po r t .  The  Wut iao  Por t  a round  Yu le  S t ree t  was  a  
bus t l i ng  a rea  where  many  o f  t he  res iden ts  worked  hau l ing  loads  
a t  the  docks ,  espec ia l l y  those  be long ing  to  t he  f i ve  l a rge  
surname l i neages -Lu ,  Kuo ,  Huang,  Tsa i ,  and  Hsu .  Back  then ,  
sa la r ies  a t  the  dock  were  ca lcu la ted  based  on  one 's  age .  When  
one  tu rned  16  one  wou ld  be  ab le  to  jo in  one ' s  f a ther  and  
b ro thers  in  rece iv ing  fu l l  pay ,  be fo re  then  on ly  rece iv ing  ha l f -
pay  as  a  ch i l d  worke r .  Thus ,  when ch i l d ren  reached  the  age  o f  
16 ,  t hey  were  cons idered  adu l ts  i n  t he  eyes  o f  soc ie t y  and  cou ld  
he lp  the i r  pa ren ts  t ake  up  the  burden  o f  suppor t i ng  the  fami l y .  
Th is  was  why  the  age  o f  s ix teen  was seen  as  be ing  s ign i f i can t .  
Nowadays ,  even  though  ch i ld ren  do  no t  have  to  make  a  l i v ing  a t  
such  an  ear ly  age ,  the  cus tom o f  the  coming -o f -age  r i te  a t  16  i s  
s t i l l  ca r r i ed  on  in  th i s  anc ien t  c i t y .   

When a  ch i ld  i s  abou t  t o  tu rn  16 ,  t he  mate rna l  g randmother  w i l l  
make  a  se t  o f  a t t i re ,  comp le te  " f rom head  to  toe . "  Th is  i nc ludes  
new c lo thes  and  shoes ,  as  we l l  as  go ld  p ieces .  To  meet  the  
needs  o f  t oday 's  youngs te rs ,  some grandmothers  a l so  g ive  
watches ,  b icyc les  o r  ce l l  phones  to  mark  the  day .  We l l -o f f  
fam i l i es  w i l l  fu r the rmore  pu t  on  a  l a rge  banquet ,  i nv i t i ng  f r i ends ,  
re la t ives  and  even  p rominen t  commun i ty  members  to  w i tness  the  
coming-o f -age  r i te  o f  a  boy  o r  g i r l .  

Kuo  Ch ing- tu ,  a  fa ther  who  has  b rough t  h i s  son  to  t he  coming -
o f -age  r i te  says ,  " I n  the  pas t  my  g rand fa ther  l i ved  here  in  
Wu t iao  Por t .  When my  fa ther  tu rned  16  he  a l so  had  the  coming -
o f -age  r i te  pe r fo rmed .  Bu t  when i t  came to  me,  I  d id  no t  have  
the  r i te  per fo rmed because  o f  my  fami l y ' s  f i nanc ia l  s i tua t ion .  As  
long  as  househo ld  f i nances  a l low,  most  fami l i es  w i l l  op t  to  
per fo rm the  r i te  fo r  the i r  ch i l d ren . "  

Las t  yea r ,  i n  fac t ,  Ka i - lung  Temple  per fo rmed a  remed ia l  
coming-o f -age  r i tua l  fo r  20-some e lder l y  fo l ks  who had  been  
unab le  to  per fo rm the  r i t e  when they  had  tu rned  16 .  By  ho ld ing  
th i s  spec ia l  coming-o f -age  r i te ,  these  men and  women were  ab le  
to  redress  one  o f  the  reg re ts  o f  the i r  you th .   



Mak ing  Q in iangma pre t ty   

In  today ' s  coming-o f -age  r i tua l  the re  a re  qu i te  a  l o t  o f  r i tua l  
cus toms.  To  thank  Q in iangma fo r  16  years  o f  p ro tec t ion ,  as ide  
f rom the  usua l  sac r i f i c ia l  o f fe r ings ,  worsh ippers  a l so  o f fe r  up  
sesame-ch icken  w ine  and  th in  nood les ;  bache lo rs  bu t ton  
(Centaurea  cyanus )  and  cockscomb (Ce los ia  c r i s ta ta )  f l owers  to  
p romote  toge therness  and  harmony  in  one ' s  ca reer ;  and  f i ve -
co lo red  o f fe r ing  pape r  ca l l ed  n iaomu y i  (mo ther  b i rd  garments ) ,  
wh ich  i s  s imi la r  to  go ld  and  s i l ve r  o f fe r ing  paper .  One a l so  
makes  " re luc tance"  r i ce  ba l l s ,  wh ich  a re  g lu t inous  r i ce  ba l ls  i n  
wh ich  one  makes  an  inden ta t ion  w i th  one 's  f ingers ,  wh ich  
accord ing  to  t rad i t i on  i s  to  con ta in  Q in iangma 's  tears .   

Mos t  no tab le  a re  the  women 's  goods  wh ich  peop le  o f f e r ,  such  as  
cosme t i c  powder ,  l ips t i ck ,  mi r ro rs ,  and  p la tes  o f  f ragran t  
f l owers .  A  s t ree t  vendor  se l l i ng  se ts  o f  make -up  k i t s  i n  f ron t  o f  
the  tab le  remarks :  "Q in iangma i s  a  f ema le  de i ty ,  and  so  i t ' s  
na tu ra l  to  o f fe r  her  i tems tha t  women l i ke .  O i l  o f  O lay  o r  SK- I I  
w i l l  do  jus t  f i ne . "  

Moreover ,  an  even  more  un ique  s igh t  i s  t ha t  o f  the  "Q in iangma 
Pagoda, "  f i ne l y  handc ra f ted  ou t  o f  bamboo p ieces  and  paper  
s t r i ps .  Each  Q in iangma Pagoda se l l s  fo r  a round  NT$1,200 ,  and  
s tands  abou t  120  cen t imete rs  ta l l .  They  come wi th  two  o r  th ree  
layers ,  w i t h  Q in iangma res id ing  above ,  he r  s i x  s i s te rs  res id ing  
in  the  m idd le ,  and  th roughout  a t tached  w i th  images o f  the  E igh t  
Immor ta ls  o r  t he  mothe r  b i rds  who he lp  Q i -n iangma to  wa tch  
over  ch i ld ren .  A t  the  conc lus ion  o f  the  sacr i f i ce ,  the  paren ts  l i f t  
up  the  Q in iangma Pagoda to  a l low the  ch i ld ren  to  pass  unde r  i t .  
Wang Hsu - l i  says ,  "Wh i le  pass ing  undernea th  the  pagoda,  boys  
shou ld  c i rc le  i t  coun te rc lockwise  th ree  t imes,  wh i le  g i r l s  shou ld  
c i r c le  i t  c lockwise  th ree  t imes.  The  boys  and  g i r l s  shou ld  no t  
look  back  bu t  look  fo rward ,  showing  tha t  they  a re  b rave ly  
wa lk ing  in to  t he  fu tu re .  Th is  is  ca l l ed  ' l eav ing  the  mo ther  b i rds '  
nes t . ' "  

A  g radua t ion  ceremony  

Chou  He o f  Na t iona l  Ta iwan Norma l  Un ivers i t y  remarks :  "Ca l l ing  
i t  a  ' coming-o f -age  r i te '  does  no t  mean tha t ,  hav ing  undergone  



i t ,  a  ch i l d  becomes an  adu l t  overn igh t . "  Ra ther ,  i t  means  tha t  i n  
the  days  lead ing  up  to  t ha t  day ,  the  e lde rs  i n  t he  fami l y  shou ld  
g radua l ly  i ns t ruc t  the  ch i l d  i n  how to  behave ,  and  when added to  
the  ch i ld ' s  own persona l  t r i a l s  and  l i f e  exper ience ,  the  day  o f  
the  coming-o f -age  r i te  marks  the  end  o f  t he  ch i ld ' s  educa t ion  
in to  becoming  an  adu l t .  "You  can  say  tha t  i t  i s  l i ke  a  g radua t ion  
ceremony  fo r  home educa t ion , "  says  Chou.   

Even  w i th  the  per fo rmance  o f  t he  coming -o f -age  r i te ,  however ,  
mos t  k ids  today  a re  s t i l l  under  the  c lose  p ro tec t ion  o f  t he i r  
pa ren ts .  L i  Me i -yen ,  who  had  the  r i te  per fo rmed fo r  her  daugh te r  
Wang I - t i ng  jus t  l as t  yea r ,  says :  "She 's  a  h igh  schoo l  k id  who 's  
busy  every  day  w i th  her  schoo lwork .  She  needs  to  be  d ropped  
o f f  and  p i cked  up  by  her  fa ther  every  day .  So  even  though  she ' s  
per fo rmed the  coming-o f -age  r i te  mark ing  her  s ix teen th  year ,  
le t t i ng  her  go  to  dance  par t i es  and  come home la te  i s  
comple te l y  ou t  o f  t he  ques t ion . "  

Of  course ,  wh i le  paren ts  se t  the i r  po l i c ies ,  the  ch i ld ren  a re  busy  
w i th  the i r  own p lans .  One young  man,  who  s tood  over  180  cm 
ta l l ,  admi t ted  tha t  he  had  indeed  come to  the  temp le  dur ing  the  
day  w i th  h is  mother  and  g randmother  to  mark  h i s  s i x teen th  year  
in  the  t rad i t iona l  way .  He  a l so  con f ided ,  however ,  tha t  t ha t  ve ry  
even ing  he  wou ld  be  go ing  beh ind  h i s  mother 's  back  to  a t tend  a  
concer t  a t  the  Ta inan  Cana l  w i th  h i s  g i r l f r i end .  He  made a  
misch ievous  face  as  he  sa id ,  "S ince  Q in iangma is  the  Weav ing  
Ma iden ,  I  th ink  she  wou ld  he lp  me succeed  in  th i s  scheme. "  

A t  dusk  on  th is  q i x i  even ing  i t  ra ined ,  con f i rm ing  t rad i t i ons  
regard ing  the  tears  tha t  Q in iangma sheds  f rom heaven .  Were  
these  tears  o f  p in ing  fo r  he r  husband,  o r  o f  l ament  over  how 
d i f f i cu l t  i t  i s  t o  be  a  mother  t hese  days?  

p .098  

On the  b i r thday  o f  Q in iangma ( le f t ) ,  worsh ippers  o f fe r  r i ce  
nood les  and  women 's  cosmet ics  such  as  powder ,  l i ps t i ck  and  
fac ia l  c leanser  (p i c tu red  be low) .  These  o f fe r ings  show the  
warm,  human s ide  o f  popu la r  re l i g ion .   

p .099  



Wear ing  a  go ld  neck lace ,  a  p resen t  f rom grandmother ,  th i s  
youngs te r  has  rece ived  a  "g radua t ion"  ce r t i f i ca te  g iven  by  the  
temp le  (p i c tu red  be low) .  The  coming -o f -age  r i te  represen ts  the  
end  o f  a  ch i ld ' s  home upb r ing ing  and  en t ry  i n to  adu l thood .   

p .100  

Paren ts  rece ive  the  o f fe r ing  o f  t ea  f rom the i r  ch i l d ren 's  hands .  
Hav ing  watched  the i r  ch i l d ren  g row f rom in fan ts  to  young  adu l ts ,  
the  mothers  and  fa thers  f ee l  a  sw i r l  o f  emot ions  on  th is  
impor tan t  day .   

p .100  

Coming-o f -age  ceremony  

T ime:  Seven th  day  o f  the  seven th  lunar  month  

P lace :  Ka i lung  Temple ,  Ta inan  

p .100  

Pass ing  th rough  the  zhuangyuan ( top  g radua te )  pagoda w i thou t  
look ing  back  represen ts  one 's  bo ld  s teps  toward  the  fu tu re .  

p .101  

Pu l l i ng  a  ca r t  g i ves  th is  youngs te r  a  t as te  o f  the  respons ib i l i t i es  
o f  ca r ing  fo r  a  fami ly .  I n  the  pas t ,  i n  the  Anp ing  a rea  o f  Ta inan ,  
young  peop le  wou ld  be  ab le  t o  s ta r t  rece iv ing  an  adu l t ' s  wages  
upon  tu rn ing  16 .   

p .102  

The  handc ra f ted  paper  Q in iangma pagoda (above)  and  the  f i ve -
co lo red  n iaomu y i  (be low)  a re  spec ia l  o f f e r ing  goods  used  in  t he  
coming-o f -age  r i te .   

p .103  

a I t ' s  a  ra re  s igh t  to  see  so  many young  peop le  i n  t he  temp le .  
These  16 -year -o lds  a re  a l ready  ta l l e r  t han  the i r  pa ren ts !   
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